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never seeing here again, they were guilty of a flagrant offence. I
hope therefore that you will be persuaded by me when I pro-
pose that we should take no action; or else I fear that some of
you may bring your own doom on your heads/
At the end of this speech, more than half the audience, burst-
ing into uproar, leapt to their feet, though a fair number re-
mained in their seats. The old lord's plain speaking had proved
unpalatable; Eupeithes won the day. They rushed to arms,
equipped themselves in their gleaming bronze and mustered in
an open space beside the town. Eupeithes in his folly took com-
mand. He saw himself avenging his son's death, though in fact
he -was never to come back alive but to meet his own fate on
the selfsame day.
Athene now decided to consult with Zeus. 'Father of ours/
she said to him,(Son ofCronos, King of Kings, will you reveal
to me the thoughts that are hidden in your heart? Are you plan-
ning to prolong this strife, with the horrors and turmoil it
entails, or to establish peace between the warring sides?'
To which the Cloud-gatherer replied:' My child, why come
to me with such questions? Was it not your own idea that Odys-
seus should return and avenge himself on his enemies? Act as
you please, though this is what I think most suitable myself.
Since the admirable Odysseus has had his revenge on the
Suitors, let them make a treaty of peace to establish him as king
in perpetuity, with an act of oblivion, on our part, for the
slaughter of their sons and brothers. Let the mutual goodwill
of the old days be restored, and let peace and plenty prevail.'
"With this encouragement from Zeus, Athene, who had al-
ready set her heart on action, sped down at once from the peaks
o£ Olympus.
In the farmhouse, meanwhile, they had enjoyed a satisfying
meal, when the gallant Odysseus suggested that someone should
go out and discover whether the enemy were not yet in sight.
One of Dolius* sons jumped up and went to the threshold.
Standing there, he saw the whole hostile force at no great dis-
tance, and called excitedly to Odysseus:(See! They are on us.

